
Where Is Boasting? 

Philippians 2:6-11 proclaims the humiliation and exaltation of Jesus Christ.  In 

last week's account, we said that this passage, along with such other texts as Eph 5:14; 

Col 1: 15 -20 and 1 Tim 3:16, were considered hymnic passages and were sung, 

perhaps to music, by and in the early church.  Each was thought to be a Carmen Christi, 

a hymn of Christ, a cherished celebration of the Person and work of Jesus Christ, the 

eternal Son of God who voluntarily left his perfect and most blessed place of heavenly 

abode with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, to enter his own creation, now 

warped and deformed by sin, in order to live, die and be resurrected for those the 

Father had given him in eternity past.  It is the account of the condescension of Jesus 

Christ who willingly reaches out and down in an act of unequaled humiliation to rescue 

and redeem his sworn and most vicious enemies.  It is God's own inspired, infallible, 

inerrant and absolutely trustworthy report of the entrance of the infinite God into the 

finiteness and fallenness of creation in order, as the last Adam, to restore and return it 

to the Father.  Those who have trusted in this Christ alone are saved from the just 

penalty of their sin against God which consists of such demonstrations and experiences 

of God's wrath in this life, Jn 3:18, and his eternal condemnation comprising his 

consignment of them to a conscious and sustained unimaginable agony in hell.   

However, to be forgiven of our sin is only half the Good News.  The full 

description of the gospel includes the comforting truth that, at the very moment we place 

our complete trust in Christ alone, God imputes Christ's perfect sinlessness unto us so 

that, not only are we sinless but also we are declared righteous in God's sight forever 

and ever.  This righteousness is Christ's perfect keeping of the law which no human 

being from the time of Adam's fall could perform.  Christ's righteousness is the only 

righteousness that God the Father accepts because it is the perfect and complete 

fulfillment of all the preceptive demands of the law.  With deep theological insight and 

moving pastoral appeal, the apostle Paul repeatedly confirms the necessity of the divine 

justification to be received by faith alone in Christ alone as the work of God alone: 

Rom 3:20-22 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin.   But now the righteousness of God has been 

manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it-- 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is 

no distinction:  

28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law 

4:3-5 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 

him as righteousness."  Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift 



but as his due.  And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 

ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 

22-25 That is why his faith was "counted to him as righteousness."  But the words "it 

was counted to him" were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 

counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was 

delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

 

Gal 2:15-16 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a 

person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 

have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works 

of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. 

 

3:11 Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for "The righteous 

shall live by faith." 

Etc.  Etc. 

 What then shall we say to these lofty and majestic truths?  At least two 

responses come to mind.  Firstly, we say nothing about ourselves as causing or 

contributing to these hacks of divine mercy.  In view of the towering truths of the gospel, 

we are humbled into a state of serendipitous silence; our tongue is tied. 

 When we contrast the wickedness and depravity of our sins and the judgment we 

deserve with the matchless holiness and incomparable mercy of God toward us, we are 

graciously prevented from boasting.  God's saving grace in the hearts and lives of 

sinners stops their mouths and transforms them from arrogant, self-lovers and self-

proclaimers to avid Son-lovers and Son-proclaimers.  Those who have received this gift 

from God in Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit, know that apart from Christ, 

nothing good dwells in them, Rom 7:15.  Sovereign grace in the heart of the sinner 

removes all basis for and inclination towards self-glorying. 

 Those that have a heart for God will live by this principle: in my life Christ forever 

increases while I continually decrease. 

 


